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destroy the wicked and cause the world to cross [the ocean of
existence]. You are the Lord, invisible, inseparable, eternal; for
the sake of worshippers you came into the world and are mani-
festing Bhagwant,1 otherwise you ever remain in the form of
Virat,3 of whom this is the form : heaven is the head, the sky is
the navel, the earth is the foot, the ocean is the belly, Indra is the
arms, the hills are the nails, the clouds are the hair, trees are the
down, the moon and sun are the eyes, Brahma is the mind,
Rudra is the pride, the air is the breath, day and night are the
shutting and opening of the eyes, thunder is the voice.

In such a form you ever abide; by no one are  you com-
prehended.

And this world is an ocean of misery ; it is filled with water
in the form of anxiety and delusion. O Lord ! without the help
of the boat of your name, no one is able to go across this most
difficult ocean ; and thus many are sinking and floundering.
The man who, having obtained a mortal body, shall not bear
your worship in mind and offer up prayer, will forget religion and
enhance his sin. He who having come into the world does not
call upon your name, has abandoned nectar and drunk poison.
He in whose heart you have come and dwelt, having celebrated
your virtues, has obtained faith and salvation.''

Having said this much, S'ri Mahadev Ji resumed, " O Ocean of
Compassion ! Friend of the Lowly ! your greatness is unbounded.
Who has so much power that he can celebrate it, and understand
your exploits ? Now have compassion upon me, and pardon the
fault of this Vanasur, and give him faith in you. He also is
entitled to your faith, since he is part of the family of the devotee
Prahlad." S'ri Krishna Chand said, " S'iva Ji ! there is no
difference between you and me, and whoever shall suppose there
is difference will fall into a great hell, and will never obtain me.
He who has meditated on you, has finally obtained me. This
one has guilelessly invoked your name, therefore I have made
him four-armed. To whomsoever you have granted, or shall
grant, a boon, him I have protected and shall protect.''

1  A name of Krishna;  therefore the phrase may be rendered "manifesting
yourself."

2   Virdt is the Nominative form of mnij^ " the radiant."    The exact mytho-
logical position of Viraj is not clear.    Manu says (i. $z) that Brahma divided his
substance into male and female, and from the female portion Viraj arose.    This
Viraj was male, and from him was produced the first Manu (also styled the Selt-
exisient Manu), who created the ten Prajapatis, or progenitors of human kind.
The Purusha-sukta of the Rig-veda states that Viraj was produced from Purusha
(the primal male), and that Purusha was then produced from Viraj.   The Puranas
give somewhat conflicting accounts of this metaphysical conception, which is, not
improbably, merely intended to express the creation of form from' the formless.
The Harivansa states that Vishnu created Viraj ;   and this connection  would
account for his association here with Krishna.    The Vishnu-Puraaa also  (i. 12)
declares that Viraj sprang from  Vishnu;   but immediately afterwards identifies
Viraj with Vishnu himself.